tuft 
BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL | 
JOURNAL. 


VOL. XV1.] Wepyrspay, Marcu 8, 1837. [NO. 5. 


RHINOPLASTIC OPERATION. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Tue history of the patient who was the subject of this operation, we 
shall give very briefly, as foliows. 

J. T. 28 year: of age. Three years ago last spring, while playing 
very roughly with one of his companions, he received a violent blow 
on the nose, which dislocated the cartilage, driving it at the saine time 
over to the left side. Some inflammation came on in the nose at the 
time of the accident, which very shortly subsided ; and as he was out 
of town, and ata distance from medical advice, nothing was done to 
replace the cartilage, which remained in the situation into which it had 
been driven by the blow. : 

In the following spring, while pursuing his ordinary occupations, a 
small red spot appeared on the right cheek just below the eye; this 
very soon increased in size, the inflammation gradually spread, first 
attacking the lip, and from thence extending to the nose, which became 
red, swollen, and finally ulcerated. 

It will be unnecessary to go further into the details of the case; suf- 
fice it to say, that in the course of eighteen months the whole nose, 
cartilages, septum, bones, &c. were successively attacked, and finally 
compietely destroyed. The ulceration had also extended to the cheek 
of the opposite side. Subsequently to this, cicatrization gradually took 
place, leaving the patient in the state in which I saw him, six months 
after his recovery from the disease. 

At this period, having accidentally come across a description of the 
Taliacotian operation in an old magazine, he applied to know whether 
anything of a similar kind could be done to remedy his frightful deform- 
ity. ‘The following was his state as he appeared on the first examination. 

The nose, as described above, had entirely disappeared, leaving in 
the place it originally occupied an opening about an inch in diameter, 
bordered by a firm cicatrice ; the septum of the nostrils was destroyed, 
and the two nasal cavities thus thrown into one ; externally a small cica- 
trix descended from the lower and left edge of this opening to the angle 
of the mouth. Inthe course of the disease the four front teeth had_ 
been lost, and this, together with the absorption of the alveolar process- 
es, had caused a sinking of the upper lip, which had fallen an inch 
below the level of the lower one. An opening also existed between the 


lip and upper jaw, through which a probe might be passed from the 
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mouth into the nasal cavity. The sense of smell was quite lost, and he 
was subject to an occasional running of the tears over the face, arising 
undoubtedly from the too sudden contact of the air with the lachrymal 
ducts. 

A thorough examination of his case having been made, and finding 
there was no positive obstacle against the possibility of the success of 
an operation, the difficulties of such an operation as would be required 
were distinctly stated to him, the improbability of its succeeding so as to 
restore the organ in such a manner that the deformity should not be 
known, that the new nose might become very much flattened, and per- 
haps on the appearance of cold weather gangrene might take place, and 
finally, that even his life might be endangered by it. I felt it my duty 
to state the case plainly, baving seen all these accidents occur from the 
operation, and death in two cases being the consequence, from severe 
erysipelatous inflammation of the scalp. 

Notwithstanding all these objections, he said that he was ready to in- 
cur any risk which would give him the least chance of having the de- 
formity under which he labored obviated, as life in his present state was 
hardly desirable. 

His case was certainly a hard one. A young man, in the prime of 
life, in other respects of a good face and appearance, was, by this fright- 
ful calamity, not only entirely cut off from society, but prevented from 
gaining the means of subsistence. 

Having determined to submit himself to an operation, it was thought 
expedient to delay ita few weeks, in order to watch the case a little, and 
prepare him for it by a course of diet and regimen. 

At the end of six weeks his health had materially improved, and as he 
still persisted in the determination of having an operation performed, 
preparations were made to do it as soon as possible, as on account of the 
approach of cold weather, no time was to be spared. At this period he 
was seen by my friend Dr. Peace, of Philadelphia, who was present 
with me at one or two operations of the kind practised by Dieffenbach 
in Paris, and he declared, as his opinion, that the appearance of the pa- 
tient offered every chance of success. The favorable circumstances 
were—the healthy state of the integuments surrounding the opening of 
the nasal fossa, the great height of the forehead, the whiteness and deli- 
cacy of the skin, and, added to this, the good state of his health. All 
tle preparations having been made, the operation was performed on the 
seventh of September. 

A piece of pasteboard, cut in the shape of the letter V, that is, of a 
triangular form, and with a projection from its base, corresponding to the 
columna of the nose, was placed upon the forehead, and a trace made 
around it with the nitrate of silver; this being used in preference to ink, 
as recommended by Lisfranc, in order that it might not be liable to be- 
come effaced by the blood. A trace was also made around the opening 
of the nasal fossa, at the points where it would be necessary to remove 
the integuments for planting the new skin taken from the forehead. 
This was done the night previous, in order to prevent any undue delay 
on the day of the operation. 
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All unnecessary articles of clothing being removed, the patient was 
placed on a table in a recumbent position, his face towards the window, 
and the operator behind so as to have the full command of the head. The 
traces made by the nitrate of silver were about two thirds of an inch 
apart between the eyebrows, each side of the triangular portion of skin 
was three inches and a quarter in length, with a base of three and a half 
inches, and the projection for the columna of the nose, which was to be 
taken entirely from the scalp, previously shaved, was an inch and a half 
long and two thirds of an inch wide. 

The head being firmly supported by two assistants, the incision was 
commenced between the eyebrows, and the flap of skin dissected up so 
as entirely to isolate it from the skin of the forehead, except where, for 
the purpose of nutrition, it was left adherent at the root of the nose. 
The incision on the left side between the eyebrows was extended a little 
farther down than on the right, the better to facilitate the twisting of 
the flap. This incision included the skin, subcutaneous cellular tissue, 
anda portion of the occipito-frontalis muscle, care being taken not to 
raise the periosteum, from fear of necrosis. 

The flap thus dissected and twisted round to the left side, was care- 
fully wrapped in a compress of linen cloth, and before the operation was 
proceeded farther in, attention was given to diminishing the Jarge wound 
made in the scalp. Little hemorrhage had taken place, and the tem- 
poral arteries which had been cut, very soon retracted and ceased bleed- 
ing. ‘The angles of the wound were first brought together by the twist- 
ed suture, two pins being employed on either side. Its edges between 
the eyebrows were also approximated in a similar manner; by this 
means the wound in the forehead was diminished at once to Jess than 
half its original size; it was still farther reduced by the use of a few 
strips of adhesive plaister, and a little scraped lint filled up the remain- 
der of the wound. Some lint spread with cerate was spread over the 
whole surface, a pledget, and the whole secured by a bandage round 
the head. 

The next object was to fix the borrowed skin in its place. In. order 
to do this, it was necessary to freshen the borders around the opening of 
the nasal fossa, the traces of which, as stated above, had been previously 
made with nitrate of silver. For this purpose a short narrow knife, some- 
what similar to a cataract knife, was used, and a strip of integument a 
third of an inch in breadth, removed, including all that portion which 
had been at all indurated during the cicatrization of the ulcerations, 
The knife was also passed between the lip and upper jaw, in which 
existed, as before stated, an opening large enough to pass a probe, and 
the adhesions between the two, for the space of an inch, entirely cut 
away. ‘This was done for the double purpose of giving the columna of 
the nose a more deep and firm adhesion, and, in the inflammation which 
would subsequently ensue, to close up the unnatural communication be- 
tween the mouth and nasal cavity. 

The flap was now brought down into its place, its angles a litle 
rounded with the scissors, the better to simulate the ale of the nose, and 
the whole secured .in its place by pins and points of the interrupted su- 
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ture. From that portion of the skin which was to form the columna of 
the nose, the epidermic side was pared a little, so that it might form an 
adhesion not only underneath to the jaw, but on its sides to the quadran- 
gular wound made for it in the upper lip. 

A little scraped lint was now placed under the ends of the pins, and 
a strip of oiled lint introduced into each nostril to prevent adhesion ; an- 
other strip was placed upon the nose to preserve its temperature. The 
dressings were secured by a band of adhesive plaister fixed to the fore- 
head above, and partially divided in the middle, so that it might descend 
on each side of the nose to the lip. 

During the whole of this long and painful operation the patient kept 
up his courage, and not a cry was uttered, nor the least struggle made 
that could at all impede the motions of the operator. Not much blood 
was lost, and bis strength was so little exhausted that he was able to run 
up stairs to his chamber. He was ordered to go to bed immediately, to 
keep perfectly quiet, and a watcher left with bin, who had directions, in 
case of his falling asleep, to prevent him from either rolling over on his 
side, or raising his hand to the nose so as_ to derange the dressings ; also 
to wake him immediately should he breathe through the nose. ‘To have 
arrow-root or gruel and Jemonade, for nourishment. 

On visiting him in the afternoon he was found comfortable ; the 
new nose was warm, and had bled a little from the edges which formed 
the nostrils, both showing the circulation was not at all impeded. 

Sept. 10th. Passed a good night, slept well, pulse seventy-nine, com- 
plains of no pain, the nose of about the natural temperature. The gen- 
tleman who watched with him thinks that the lint on the right side of 
the nose was occasionally raised a litle during expiration, when the pa- 
tient slept soundly ; he awoke bim once or twice on this account. A 
purgative was ordered of the sol. sulph. magnes. and liquid farinaceous 
diet. A piece of cork was confined between the teeth, so as to keep 
the mouth open, it being hoped that this might prevent him from closing 
his lips during sleep and breathing through the nose. 

_ 11th. Quite as well, passed a quiet night, has a good appetite, pulse 
eighty. Watcher says that be occasionally made a motion to raise his 
hand to the nose, but, as if instinctively aware of the impropriety of it, 
withdrew it again without touching the dressings. The introduction of 
the cork into the mouth had entirely effected its object, by preventing 
the passage of air through the nose. 

12th. The first dressing took place four days after the operation, and 
the following was found to be the state of the parts. 

The dressings on the forehead, after being well soaked were first re- 
moved. The angles of the wound were faund to have united through- 
out, so that two of the pins were at once dispersed with. Union had 
also taken place in its lower part, just above and between the eye brows ; 
the remainder of the wound, that is, its central part, in which union by 
the first intention could not take place, was suppurating well, and filled 
with healthy granulations, 

The nose was next attended to. Upon the lint being removed, which 


had become very much hardened and caked in by the coagulated blood, 
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it was found that entire union had taken place on both sides. The ale 
of the nose and lower edges could not easily be seen without making 
use of too much violence in removing the dressings, which at present 
was not thought necessary. ‘The columna was curved inwards, and the 
sutures concealed. ‘The nose was of the natural color and temperature, 
and the circulation through it seemed uninterrupted. 

Two strips of lint dipped in oil were laid over the cicatrix on each 
side of the nose, and no other dressings used. The patient was allowed 
to sit up a lide, and to take any article of food of the liquid kind he 
might fancy. 

On the 13th he was quite as well, with the exception of a little edema 
of the upper eyelids, arising, undoubtedly, from the pressure of the 
bandages and other dressings on the forehead. One of the pins was 
removed from the forehead on the 13th, and another, the only remaining 
one, on the following day. The dossils of lint which had been placed 
in the nostrils still remained there, firmly caked in by the drying of the 
pus, blood, &c. These were not removed until the 19th, when their 
places were supplied by two pieces of hollow sound. Some difficulty 
was found in the introduction of the tube into the right nostril, which 
had become partially filled with granulations. : 

On the 14th a quantity of bair began to appear on that portion of the 
skin forming the coluinna of the nose, which, as will be remembered, 
vas taken from the scalp; this hair, from time to time, required to be 
removed with the scissors. He was put upon a nourishing diet, with the 
caution to use the jaws as little as possible. He stated that occasionally, 
when he swallowed, he had a sensation as though he would “ swallow 
his nose.” 

15th. The remaining pins were removed from the side of the nose, 
and the two sutures which confined the al; and on the 17th, ten days 
after the operation, the two ligatures, which confined the columna in 
its place, were also removed. 

At this period, the following was the state of the parts. The wound 
in the forehead, from the adhesion by the first intention which had taken 
place, and subsequent contraction, had diminished to a third its original 
size, and the small triangular space which remained, together with that 
portion of the scalp from which the columna of the nose had been taken, 
was filled with healthy granulations. From the wound to the root of 
the nose was a lineal cicatrix two inches in length, and continuous with 
the cicatrix on the left side. Adhesion of the integuments had taken 
place on both sides of the nose ; at the right ale, however, the union 
was not quite so perfect as at the left; that is to say, the whole thick- 
ness of the skin did not appear to have united. ‘To assist the union, 
the skin of the face which Jay under it was slightly scarified with the 
point of a lancet. 

The columna of the nose was a little curved backward, and its edges 
had retracted inwards upon themselves. The inside of the nose was 
suppurating well, and at its upper part adhesion seemed to have taken 
place between the two bleeding surfaces which had been opposed to each 
other. The tip of the nose was well defined, and its edges were curved 
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inwards so as well to simulate the natural appearance of the ale, and 
just above the ala, apparently from atmospheric pressure, a depression was 
taking place, forming their superior boundary. This was assisted by the 
vatient making an occasional pressure with his fingers at these points. 
He feels well, has a good appetite, and sits up all day. He breathes 
freely through the tubes placed in the nostrils, which require to be daily 
removed in order to clear out any obstructions which may collect in 
them. 

At the end of a month the wound in the forehead had contracted to 
about a quarter of its ofiginal size. Adhesion of the nose was perfect 
at all its points. The openings of the nostrils were regularly rounded, 
and simulated well the natural appearance. The tip of the nose is well 
preserved, and a regular curve takes place from its root to the end of 
the organ. 

At the end of six weeks he was able to go out and walk about during 
the evening, but as the weather became cold he was advised to confine 
hiinself to the house, as cold evidently bad a very great effect in re- 
tarding the cieatrization of the wound in the forehead. By reference 
to the second figure on the plate which accompanies this paper, a pretty 
correct idea will be formed of the state of things six weeks after the 
operation. 

At the end of two months it was thought time to proceed tothe second 
operation, which was required to remove the twist existing at the root 
of the nose. It will be easily conceived by referring to the plate, that 
underneath the pedicle which connected the nose with the forehead, a 
small portion of sound skin existed, and that of course no adhesion had 
taken place between this portion and the pedicle lying over it. The 
method usually adopted by operators has been to cut the pedicle, after 
- sufficient union of the nose has taken place below to justify the separa- 


tion of it from its source of nutrition, and to fix it down at the root of © 


the nose, in a transverse incision made for it at that point. 

To this method there are some serious objections. First, the danger 
of inflammation in separating the pedicle ; second, of sloughing of the 
organ on the vessels being cut which have hitherto supplied it with 
blood ; and lastly, the very perceptible transverse cicatrix left after the 
operation. ‘The method resorted to in the present case is liable to none 
of these objections, except, perhaps, the first one, in which the danger 
is much diminished. 

This operation was as follows. An incision was made, commencing 
at the internal angle of the eye, and extending to that part of the base 
of the nose where adhesion had not been able to take place ; a corres- 
ponding incision was also practised on the pedicle. The skin being well 
dissected up froin its adbesion, a small portion of integument was removed 
from the upper angle of the wound, where it had become wrinkled from 
the twist in. the pedicle. The edges were brought together by three 
points of the interrupted suture. The same operation was to be per- 
formed at a future day on the other side, where, however, the opening 
was of about half the size, aud not so perceptible. Union took place, 
throughout, by the first intention. Some trouble was experienced, how- 
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ever, by the formation of a sinall abscess in the new cicatrix, which 
suppurated and discharged itself. 

The third drawing, executed four months after the operation, when 
the cicatrization had become complete at all points, gives a very good 
idea of his present appearance. He now declares himself entirely well, 
no secretion takes place from the nostrils, and on looking into those 
cavities a new skin is found to line them throughout. The nose it- 
self has contracted gradually, so that by the first contraction of the in- 
teguments, and the subsequent contraction from suppuration, it has de- 
creased to almost two thirds the size of the flap which was taken from the 
forehead. Contraction also seems to be going on in its longitudinal axis, 
so that the distance between the tip of the nose and the mouth, daily in- 
creases. ‘This will be much more perceptible, and the whole physiogno- 
my of the nose much improved, when the four front teeth, which have 
been lost, are replaced. This will bring out the under lip, and at the 
same time raise the tip of the nose. The cicatrix in the forehead has 
become very small, and is gradually assuming the color of the surround- 
ing integuments, The scalp from which the coluuna was taken is lost 
in the hair. ‘The nose is quite firm, of a good form, and the cicatrix on 
each side hardly perceptible ; at the root of the nose on the left side, and 
at that portion which formed the pedicle, a small fissure still remains, 
which is for the present concealed by a strip of court plaister. 

The health of the patient has never been better, his sense of smell is 
returning, and the tears no longer run over the face, and he, as well as 
his friends, congratulate themselves both on the moral and physical ef- 
fects of the operation. He is now able to make his appearance during 
the daytime, which he has not done before during the last two years, 
and no person would observe anything remarkable in the nose, without a 
minute examination, when it would be difficult to explain the remarka- 
ble anatomical changes which have taken place. 

Remarks.—1n an operation like the present, of comparative rarity mn 
this country, it will not perhaps be considered amiss, if a few remarks 
are offered on some of the most interesting points connected with its 
history, and of the chief difficulties which may occur to prevent its 
success. 

The operation of Rhinoplastie is originally of very ancient date. For 
various reasons, however, it had fallen into most unmerited disrepute un- 
til of late years, when it has been again revived in Europe by the bril- 
liant successes of Graffe, Diefenbach, and Labat on the Continent, and 
Liston in Great Britain. Dieffenbach, in his late visit to Paris, where, 
with the accustomed liberality of the French, all the hospitals were 
thrown open to him for practising his celebrated operations for the resto- 
ration of parts, has, perhaps, done more than any other operator to- 
wards giving it its proper standing in surgery. 

In the most ancient operations of this kind, the lost organ was restored 
at the expense of the integuments in its immediate neighborhood ; ad- 
vantage being taken of the extensibility of the skin of the cheeks, the 
integuments were dissected up on both sides of the nasal fossa, brought 
forward, and united in the centre by points of the interrupted suture. 
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In case of the extensibility of the integuments not being svfiiciently 
great, incisions were made on both sides in front of the ears, so as to di- 
minish the tension of the skin at these parts, the wounds thus made 
being afterwards allowed to fill up by granulation, ‘This operation, 
however, did not, as will be easily perceived, restore the form of the 
lost organ, and the only advantage gained was a flap of skin to cover 
the existing deformity. 

The operation which was afterwards adopted, and which at present 
bears the name of the author, was that of Taliacotius, which consisted 
in taking the skin required, from the arm, or, in some cases, froin the 
body of another person. The given shape of the nose being marked 
out on the place determined upon, the flap was dissected up, except at 
its base, and the integument thus taken was confined in a place prepared 
for it around the nasal fossa. In this operation, it was required that the 
arm, in case it was taken from that part, should be confined in contact 
with the face, for the space of ten or fifteen days, or until union had ta- 
ken place ; and it was not until then that the arm was released from its 
situation, The disadvantages of this method are at once manifest; the 
length of time required to keep the limb in this painful situation, so 
as in some cases to produce partial paralysis, and the danger that ensued 
in the too early separation of the transplanted skin from its source of 
nutrition, were, of themselves, reasons of sufficient weight to cause this 
method to fall into disuse. 

The operation which has attained the most celebrity, is that which 
goes by the name of the Indian Method, in which the flap is taken from 
the forehead. This has been most frequently practised in France and 
England, and it is this method, which, it will be perceived, has been 
adopted, with some modifications, in the present case. : 

Having thus briefly referred to the history of the operation, some re- 
matks will now be made on the chief difficulties which occur in the 
course of it, and the means taken to obviate them. 

No operation, perhaps, requires more attention to the nice points of 
detail, than that now under consideration ; and it is on these that the 
ultimate success of the operation, in a great measure, depends. For in- 
formation on this subject, we cannot do better, than by referring to the 
work of M. Labat, one of the most valuable monographs on rhino- 
plastie for reference yet published. The author, after having referred 
to the occasional trouble which he experienced from hemorrhaye while 
dissecting up the flap of skin from the forehead, goes on to state, “ But 
an inconvenience much more embarrassing, and to which it was neces- 
sary to be resigned, from the impossibility of remedying it, was occa- 

sioned by the great quantity of blood, which, entering the throat, was 
violently expelled from the mouth every time that the pain of the opera- 
tion forced the patient to cry out. But what was much more trouble- 


some still, was its being repeatedly received in the eyes of the operator, 
so as once or twice to oblige me to discontinue the operation for the 
space of some seconds.” 

The difficulty which the author here complains of, was remedied in 
the present instance by a very simple means. Instead of placing the 
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patient in an upright position, he was made to lie upon his back on a 
table, the operator behind him; the blood was thus conducted off 
on each side of the face, instead of passing over the nasal fossa 
and mouth, and entering the throat. To guard against any possibility 
of this accident taking place, plugs were confined in the opening of the 
nasal cavities, during the dissection of the flap, and the time occupied in 
closing up the wound on the forehead. When the operation was com- 
menced around this opening, and ihe entrance of the blood was unavoida- 
ble, ihe patient, who maintained sufficient coolness throughout, was request- 
ed to keep the blood as long as possible in the mouth, and an assistant 
directed to clear out, with a smali sponge, what had collected, as occasion 
required, 

We give the account of another trouble, in the author's own lively 
. description, which, fortunately, was avoided in the present instance. 

“But an accident of much more gravity, and which placed me ina 
very critical position, presented itself at a moment, when, after having 
detached from the forehead the fap of integument, | was about to bring 
it down into the place it was destined to occupy. Previous to making 
this twist of the new flap, it was thought necessary, as | have before 
stated, to prolong the incision on the left side as far as the medium line 
of the root of the nose, in order to facilitate the torsion of the pedicle ; 
the patient experienced, at this moment, such a violent pain Ly the 
inevitable division which it was necessary to make of some of the rami- 
fications of the frontal branch of the ophthalmic nerve of Willis, that 
he escaped from the hands of the assistants, rashed towards the door, 
and was determined not to undergo the remaining part of the operation. 
At this moment, the physiognomy of L. presented a most frightful as- 
pect; his forehead covered by a large wound, the borders of which, re- 
tracted by pain, had grea:ly augmented its extent, and all the rest of the 
face, his neck, and varments, inundated with blood. But a sight which 
was much more horrible to behold was the flap of palpitating integuments, 
which at every moment were jerked from one side of the face to the 
other.” 

In the present instance, no particular suffering was observed by the 
extension of the incision down between the eyebrows; and in case of 
any difficuity of this kind, the complete command in which the patient 
was held, from the position adopted, would have prevented any of the 
evils complained of by M. Labat. 

One of the greatest difficulties of the operation, and that which, in 
its consummation, occupied the mest time, was the passing of the pins 
which were to close the wound in the forehead, and to confine the new 
nose in its situation. ‘To remedy this as much as possible, the pins to be 
employed, which were the long pins, generally used by naturalists, were 
previously sharpened ; and for introducing then, a little instrament was 
constructed, somewhat similar to the aneurismal forceps of Dr. Physick, 
made with a small groove to receive the bead and upper third of the 
shaft of the pin. With this instrument the pins were readily seized, 
and pushed through the skin, and the ligature being applied, their ends 
were cut off by the scissors or cutting pliers. 
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At that part of the flap which was to simulate the alz of the nose, 
as it was necessary that the integuinents should be directed inwards, 
the pins, of course, could not be used, and here a plan recommended by 
M. Labat was adopted, which was followed by partial success. A 
thread being passed first through the integument of the face, and then 
through the flap, at about two lines distant from their edges, the ligature 
was so tied as to produce, as it were, a fold at that point ; and the bet- 
ter to effect this object, a small piece of adhesive plaister, rolled up into 
the form of a cylinder, was confined under the threads, so as to make a 
strong compression on the wound and to force the edges into their places. 
This succeeded completely on one side; on the other, however, the 
union, at first, was not so entire, the skin adhering only by about half its 
thickness. 

During the whole of the treatment, it was necessary to keep the open- 
ings of the nostrils distended by small tubes. The substance which 
seemed to answer the best jor this purpose, was a portion of the barrel 
of a quill; the end which was to remain in the nose, being stopped up 
with a little melted sealing wax, and a small aperture cut in the side 
through which the air could freely pass. ‘These were ingeniously con- 
structed by the patient himself, who, after a time, was able to manage 
them without difficulty. The tendency to contraction at these points 
Was very great, so that at one period, the tubes being left out during the 
night, it required considerable force to replace them. 

From the new nose being formed entirely of skin, it will perhaps be 
supposed, that the integuments composing it are flaccid, and the form 
of it easily destroyed. ‘This, however, froin reasons easily appreciable, 
is not the case. ‘The integuments of the scalp being naturally of great 
thickness, by the suppuration which took place from the inner side were 
made to assuine a firmness almost similar to fibro-cartilage; and at the 
root of the nose, the internal surfaces coming in contact, contracted ad- 
hesions so as to make the nose perfectly solid at that part. ‘The size, 
also, of the columna, which doubled upon itself and contracting deep 
adhesions during the inflammation which took place, forms a round and 
solid pillar to support the tip of the nose. 

Great precautions had been taken to guard against exposure to the 
cold, which, by stopping the circulation, might at once defeat the whole 
object of the operation. As soon, however, as adhesion had taken 
place, it was perceived that no danger from this source was to be appre- 
hended ; and although during the winter he has slept in a rooin in which 
water has frequently frozen, and has been since repeatedly exposed 
during some of the coldest days, he finds that the temperature of the 
organ is never greatly diminished. 

The cicatrization of the wound in the forehead was greatly retarded 
by the cold weather, and less than half the time would have been re- 
quired, had the operatiog been performed during a warmer season 3 when 
it had diminished to a small size, and cicatrization, as frequently is the 
case in the filling up of large wounds, seemed to have been arrested, great 
benefit was found from the use of an ointinent composed of six drops of 
creosote to an oz. of simple ointment. On the application of this to 
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the wound, the effects were at once apparent. A small pellicle formed 
over its whole surface, which was shortly replaced by a firm, consistent 
cicatrix. 

In one or two cases operated upon by Dieffenbach, much swelling 
took place in.the new formed nose the day after the operation, arising 
from the difficulty of the blood, which had entered by the arteries, being 
conducted off by the veins. In one case the nose became so enormous- 
ly distended, that it was feared the adhesions would be entirely destroy= 
ed, and it was only by the repeated application of leeches, 70 or €0 be- 
ing employed in the course of 48 hours, that this danger was finally 
avoided. In the present case, from the extension given to the incision 
on the left side, care being taken that traction should not be made too 
forcibly on the part, so as to compress the pedicle at its base, the circu- 
lation was, from the first, unobstructed. 

In the account of the foregoing case, it has been attempted to bring 
forward some of the most important points which might be of service as a 
guide to future operators ; and if the author bas been so fortunate as to 
throw any new light, however small, on the operation, he will feel that 
he has rendered a service to science and to humanity. 


Boston, March, 1837. J. Mason Warren. 


LARGE DOSES OF CALOMEL. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sin—The author of “ Remarks on Itinerants,” in his third num- 
ber, speaking of mercury and its preparations, says he has used it: after 
all other remedies had failed, in doses of a teaspoonful heaped up, once 
in six hours, for a week, as a vermifuge. He says his patient was a lit- 
tle girl, five years of age. Now, Sir, | wish to inquire whether calomel 
was the preparation he used, and if so, was the article genuine? If he 
gave it internally, as is probable from the reading, what effects attended 
its operation besides the expulsion of one hundred and twenty-five 
worms? In other words, did it, or did it not, produce much impression 
on the system ? 

If, Mr. Editor, you do not deem these interrogatories unimportant, or 
in other respects objectionable, 1 wish them to be proposed, through the 
Journal, to the author of those remarks. 

Vermont, Feb. 13th, 1837. 
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STATE LUNATIC ASYLUM. 


Tue following are extracts from the report of the Chairman of the Leg- 
islative Committee on Charitable Institutions, which is a document high- 
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ly honorable to his character as a man of enlarged feelings and true be- 
nevolence, The result of the application to the General Court, will 
hereaiter be given. It secims impossible that the claims of the Tusti- 
tution should be neglected in any respect, 

“ The State Lunatic Hospital is indeed a ‘noble charity,’ founded by 
a philanthropy and sympathy which are the offspring of an enlightened, 
liberal and benevolent spirit ; ‘to minister to a mind diseased,’ to restore 
the aberration of intellect, and to revive the faculties of the soul, these 
are its objects, and these its heavenly offices. In the progress of mental 
and medical science, improved plans of treatment have been introduced 
into the lunatic hospital, followed by the most gratifying success. For 
chains and fetters, freedom is now allowed, kindness for severity, and for 
the cold, damp dungeon, the pleasant light of day. With the view of 
obtaining the necessary information, to enable the Committee to decide 
on the several subjects referred to them, they have visited the State Lu- 
natic Hospital at Worcester, and made such personal examination as 
the opportunity offered. Ofthe general state of things, they can speak 
in terms of the highest approbation. The systematic order and regulari- 
ty which prevailed throughout the institution, the attention to cleanliness, 
the devotion of the attendants to the duties of their places, all indicate 
a judicious system of management on the part of the superintendent.”’ 

‘From the report of the trustees, and the investigations of the Com- 
mittee, there are several subjects which they deem deserving the atten- 
tion of the Legislature. First, respecting the purchase of more land, 
for the accommodation and benefit of the hospital. The Committee 
agree with the trustees, that it is indispensable to the completion of the 
general system of management, which has been so successfully pursued 
in this institution. Exercise of some kind is absolutely necessary, both 
for the restoration and continuance of health ; mechanical occupation is 
well adapted to the condition of some, while to many the cultivation of a 
farm would be decidedly more beveficial ; while thisemployment invigo- 
rates the physical powers, its moral influence is peculiarly favorable to 
the faculties of the mind-—interest is excited, and feelings and sentiments 
infused and cherished, which no other agency can produce. Besides the 
high value it possesses as a remedial means, its importance on the score 
of economy ought not to be disregarded. 

“The next subject deserving the consideration of the Legislature, is the 
importance of religious instruction, and public services on the sabbath, 
Tie evidence of the great advantage to be derived from this source is of 
recent date, but the facts are of the most satisfactory character ; the re- 
sults of actual experiment exhibit proof conclusive of the benign influ- 
ence of the truths of divine revelation, in arresting the wandering mind, 
and in fixing the distracted thoughts. When no considerations which re- 
late exclusively to this world, can make an impression upon a mind in- 
sane, the presentation of right views ef the world to come, exhibiting 
higher motives for action, may produce a deeper and more lasting effect. 
As a most important appendage to the hospital, and affording a most effi- 
cient remedial agency, the Committee recommend the erection of a 
chapel. | 

‘©The sum charged for supporting a patient at the hospital has not hith- 
erto exceeded the sum of $2,50 per week, notwithstanding the high price 
of provisions ; in some few cases it has been less, whereas the actual ex- 
pense has, for the past year, been more than $3,00 per week. 
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‘The whole number of patients admitted into the hospital is 510; of 
this number about one half have beea supported by themselves, or their 
friends ; the other half is made up of state and town paupers. That 
this charity of the State may be enjoyed by all, it is desirable that the ex- 
penses for support should not be increased, but that indigent persons, not 
pauyors, should have the benefit at evena less charge than $2,50. With 
this object in view, the Committee suggest the propriety of paying the 
salaries of the officers of the hospital from the treasury of the Common- 
wealth, thus avoiding the necessity of annually voting a sum for contin- 
gencies, to supply the deficiency, which in the present arrangement must 
necessarily be done, 

“The Committee would respectfully ask the attention of the Legisla- 
ture, to the communication of His Excellency the Governor, on the sub- 
ject of this interesting institution ; also, to the report of the “ commission- 
ers for enlarging the State Lunatic Hospital,” fora satisfactory exposi- 
tion of the causes and circumstances which have rendered it necessary 
that an additional appropriation be made, to enable them to complete the 
object designed by their commission,”’ 

‘* The sum of $10,000 is estimated by the commissioners, as sufficient 
for the completion of the building, and furnishing it ready for occupancy ; 
and from its present state of forwardness, it is confidently expected that 
it will be prepared for the reception of patients by the time fixed in the 
original contract, the 15th of June, 1837. 

‘The number of patients which can then be well accommodated is 
from 230 to 250, and in the successful progress of improvement fondly 
anticipated, and by adopting a judicious system of classification, a stil 
greater number may participate inthe enjoyment of its privileges and 
blessings. Thus the bounty of the government will be extended, and be 
productive of an amount of good far exceeding all pecuniary considera- 
tions. Ti. H. Cuitps, Chairman.” 


MEDICAL PREMIUM. 


Tue New York State Medical Society, at a recent meeting, passed the 
resolution that one hundred dollars be offered for the best dissertation on 
the following subject :— . 

‘‘ Diseases of the Spine, their causes, symptoms, and best mode of 
treatment. 

The following gentlemen were appointed the committee on Prize Ques- 
tions, for the ensuing year. 

Drs. John B. Beck, James R. Manly, Richard Pennell, John C. 
Cheeseman, Thomas Downing. 

The Dissertations to be sent to the committee before the first day of 
January, 18:38. P. Van O’Linpa, Secretary. 


Poisoning with Yew Berries.—A fatal case of poisoning with the berries 
or seeds of the yew (Taxus baccata), is related in the London Lancet. 
Of five children who had been seen under a yew tree, the youngest, aged 
three a half years, was soon after seized with vomiting, throwing up some 
ofthe yew berries, Before medical assistance could arrive, the child had 
been convulsed and died. The other children were slightly affected, and 
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recovered. On examining the dead body, several purple spots were 
found externally on the breast, abdomen, arms, legs and thighs ; the pu- 
pils contracted ; the intestines vascular. Within the stomach, were a 
very large quantity of mucus, and some masticated berries, On washing 
the stomach, several extensive red patches were observed, with the mu- 
cous membrane covering them so much softened as to be detached with 
the slightest friction. The lungs of a very florid red anteriorly, but dark 
posteriorly, where the blood had gravitated, The veins and sinuses of 
the brain and its meninges, were full of a dark-colored blood, and more 
vascular than natural, It has been thought by many medical men that 
these berries were harmless ; and perhaps where the seeds have heen 
eaten unmasticated they have proved so. 


Health of New Haven, Ci.—A correspondent writes—‘¢ Our town has 
been unusually sickly during the last year. ‘The number of deaths was 
about one hundred more than it has ever been before. This is attributa- 
ble, in part, to the rapidly increasing population of the town ; In part, to 
the unusual variety of diseases which have succeeded each other, par- 
ticularly among children—influenza, hooping cough, measles, dysentery, 
mumps, and scarlet fever, having been uncommonly prevalent during the 
year ; and in part to the unusual prevalence of quackery, which has 
caused many cases of disease to be severe, and even fatal, which to all 
appearance would otherwise have been mild. This was particularly the 
fact in regard to the dysentery of last fall, which was in most cases very 
mild, unless aggravated, in the commencement of the cases, by the Hy- 
geian or Brandeth’s pills, ‘ Dysentery Cordial’ or some other nostrum.” 


Employment necessary for Lunatics, —At Saragossa in Spain, there is an 
asylum for the insane of all countries. The patients are divided early 
in the morning, into parties, some of which perform the menial offices of 
the house ; others repair to shops belonging to their respective trades ; 
the majority are distributed, under the superintendence of their guards, 
through a large inclosure, where they are occupied in the works belong- 
ing to gardening and agriculture. Uniform experience is said to prove 
the efficacy of these labors in reinstating reason in its seat. It is added, 
that the nobles who live in the same asylum, but in a state of idleness 
suitable to their rank, retain their lunacy and their privilege together ; 
whilst their inferiors are restored to themselves and to society. This fact 
is so. striking, explains so thoroughly the moral treatment of insanity, 
and illustrates so clearly what ought to be the plan adopted in all systems 
of education, that [ make the statement without comment—since no argu- 
ment can add to its weight, and no sophistry detract from its utility, 


Oil of Turpentine in Tetanus.—A young lady, aged seventeen, who 
lives about three miles from Darlington, wounded her hand with a rusty 
nail, in avery slight way, so as not to draw blood. In a few days her 
hand and arm became stiff, and very painful on motion, as well as the 
jaws and the muscles of the neck and throat. She was chiefly attended 
by my partner, Dr. Macfarlan, who had not joined me when a former case 
was under my care ; but as soon as I related the effect to him, he lost no 
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time in administering the turpentine, and after a hard struggle there was 
every reason to believe that it was made the means of restoring her to 
health. ‘To be sure, the wound was laid open more than once, and many 
topical applications were used, such as poultices, fomentations, &c., but 
as these measures were never belore known to be successful in traumatic 
tetanus, we may fairly give to this medicine the credit of the cure. It 
would give me much pleasure to hear that some of the hospital surgeons 
had made a trial of it. 

About twenty drops in a little mint-water would be a proper dose for 
ao adult. —London Lancet. 


Cholera.—Recent advices from Europe announce the appearance of 
this scourge of man in places where it was thought to have expendgd its 
destructive power long ago. Alter all that has been said of the easy 
management of Asiatic cholera, it is very certain that the profession 
know no more about it, in reality, than whea the development of this 
modern pestilence was first promulgated. 


Medical Miscellany.—The cost of supporting the State Lunatic Hos- 
pital one year—from Dec. 1, 1835, to Dec. 1, 1836—was $23,272 61.— 
The Thomsonians have become so numerous, that they begin to be 
jealous of each other.—Brandeth’s expositor died in embryo.—Scarlet 
fever has been prevalent at Woonsocket Falls, R. 1.—Two hundred 
dollars were paid into the treasury of Williams College, the past 
year, for the president’s signature to medical diplomas.—Dr. Cobb, of — 
Cincinnati, will lecture at Brunswick in a few weeks.—The patients 
seeking relief at the Boston Eye and Ear Infirmary are numerous. The 
operating day is Monday, between the hours of twelve and one.—Nothing - 
could be more absurd than the idea lately advanced that carpets are pro- 
ductive of pulmonary diseases : more people sufier for the want of them 
than by the use of them.—Dr. Woodward thinks that but a few are so 
completely insane as to be beyond the reach of moral inslruction—“ and 
perhaps I may add, moral responsibility.” —Dr. Buller, of Hamburg, uses, 
it is said, a new instrument for amputating limbs, which takes off a leg in 
one second—probably he employs a guillotine. — Dr. Poyen is about com- 
mencing another course of lectures at Chauncy Hall.—Dr. Jackson, who 
is engaged in the geological survey of Maine, will soon begin his lectures, 
it is said, at Augusta, on geology.—An aged lady was suffocated by the 
fumes of charcoal, at Gorham, a few days since.—The number of mar- 
riages in the city of Havana, in 1836, were 400 ; births, 4007, and deaths 
4778.— Since 1804, 317,566 persons have been vaccinated in the Island of 
Cuba.—Thiere were thirty deaths last week in New York, of Scarlet fe- 
ver.—The last number of the Lynn Mirror contains some excellent popu- 
lar remarks on the steam and lobelia system.—The whole number of 
deaths in Lowell the last year, was 276. Rate of mortality, 1 in 63.— 
The influenza was destroying a great number of lives in England at the 
latest dates. 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending March 4, 30. Males, 11—females, 19. 
Consumption, 3—hooping cough, 1—-inflammation on the brain, 1—-worms, 1—rheumatic, ]— 

drowned, |-—inflammation lungs, 1—dropsy on the brain, 1—suicide 3—convulsions, 

infantile, 5—lung fever, 3—intemperance, ee sas in bowels, 1—disease o the heart, 

infantum, 1—scarlet fever, l—old age, 1—stillborn, 0. 
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COPLAND'S DICTIONARY, PART III. 

A Dictionary of Practict! sledicine ; comorising General Pathology—the Nature and Treatment of 
Diseases, Morbid Structures, aud the disorders especially inerdenta) to cliniuite, to the sex, and to the 
difereut epocus of life—wvith nu nerous prescriptions tor the medicines recommended, a class. fication 
of dise ises, according to paibological principles, a copions Bibliography, with references, and an 
Appendix of approved Forumule ; the whole forming a tibrary of Pathology and Practical Medicine, 
and a digest of aledieal Literature. By James Corzann, M.D., Consuiting Physician to Queen Char- 
lotte’s Lying-in Hospital ; Seaior Physician to the Royal Infirmary for Diseases of Children ; Member 
of tue &oyal College of Paysiciins, Lindon; Member of the Medical and Chirurgical Societies of Lon- 
dou and Berlin, &c. ‘his day publisied by W. D. TICKNOR, corner of Washington and School 
streets. March 


A BARGAIN. 
A PHYSICIAN in the County of Kennebeck (Maine), wishing to leave the State, would dispose 
of his situation on the most reasonable teruns. tt is av eligible stand for business, and offers a rare 
opportunity for any young gentleman wishing to engage In the practice of medicine. For further 
information, inquire at this office—if by letter, post paid. 
Feb. tf 


VERMONT MEDICAL COLLEGE, AT WOODS'TOCK, VT. 
CONNECTED WITH MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE. 
(Incorporated by the Legisiature of Vermont, October, 1335, with the power of confer- 
ving degrees. 


Twe Annual Course of Lectures at this Institution will commence on the second Thursday of March 
next, and continue thirteen weeks. 


H.H CHitos M.D. =) Theory and Practice of Medicine and Obstetrics. 
Gitmas M.D. - OPhysiclogy and sureery. 

Daviw Parmer, M.D. - Cheitstry and Materia Medica. 

Rosear Waris, Jr. M.D. - - 

Norman Wictttams, A.M. - - Medical Jurisprudence. 

D.C. Perry, - Demonstrations in Anatomy. 


The usual number of Lectures will be five, daily—besides the Demonstrations in Anatomy, and 


occasional eventng examinations. 
Considerable additions are now making to the Chemical apparatus ; and opportunities will be fur- 
nished to students for practical anatomy, arrangements for that purpose having been made last year 
in the city of New York. 
No sudject for dissection wilt be received from any person, or on any terms. 
ees for the course, $45. Graduation, $18. For those who have atiended two courses, but do not 


 @faduate, $10. All the abuve expenses to be paid in advance, or secured by note, with a satisfactor 
— endorser, to David Pierce, Esq., Vreasurer of the Institution. Board is usuaily furnished at $2 per 


week, including room, wood. lights, and washing. 

Students are requested to come provided with two or more standard works on each of the above 
designated branches of study. 

Degrees will be conferred at the close of the lecture term. 

Examinations will be conducted by the Medical Faculty, in presence of a delegation from the Col- 
lege, and a committee appointed by the Justices of the Supreme Court, pursuant to the provisions of 
the act of incorporation. —Requisites to an examination are, that the student produce satisfactory 
testimonials of moral character, aud of bis having studied three years with a regular practition- 
er; that he shall have attended two courses of public Lectures, one of which must have been at 
this institution ; and that he shall have attained the age of 21 years. For particulars relating to pri- 
vate instruction, students are referred to the annual catalogues of the School, 

By order of the Trustees, NORMAN WILLIAMS, Secretary. 

Nore.—The Annual Course of Lectures at the Berkshire Medical tnstitution commences the last 
Thursday of August, at Pittsfield, Mass., and continues thirteen weeks.—fees for the Course, $59. 

Feb. 14—tM9 
PROLAPSUS UTERIT CURED BY EXTERNAL APPLICATION, 

DR. A.G. UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER is offered to those afflicted with Prolapsus 
Uteri, and other diserses depending upon relaxation of the abdominal muscles, as an instrument in 
every Way calculated for relief and permanent restoration to health. When this instrument is care- 
fully and properiy fitted to the form ofthepatient, it invariably affords the most immediate immunity 

from the distressing ** dragging and bea, 9g down” sensations which accompany nearly all visceral dis- 
placements of the abdomen, and its: x<ilful application is always followed by an early confession of 
radical relief from the patient herself. The Supporter is of simple Construction, and can be applied by 
the patient without further aid. Within the last two years 709 of the Utero-Abdominai Supporters 
have been applied with the most happy results. 

The very great success whieh this instrument has met, warrants the assertion, that its examination 
by the Physician will induce him to discard the disgusting pessary hitherto in use. It is gratifving to 
state, that it has met the decided approbation of every member of the Medical Faculty who has ap- 
plied it, as Well as every patient who has worn it. 

The Subseribers having been appointed agents for the sale of the above instruments, all orders ad- 
dresse1 to them will be promptly attended to. Price, 810. ' ; 

ows & Reep, Boston; Davin Kimeart, Portsmouth, N. H.; Josava Durcin, Portland, Me., 


Josern Batcu; Ja. Providence, R.1.; Epwarps, Springfield, Mass.; N.S. Worpen 
Bridgeport, Coun. Oct. 5—6m i 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, b 
CLAPP, 181 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all 
must be addressed, post-paid, [tis also published in Monthly Parts, each Part containing the weekly 


vear in advance. $3.50 after three months, and 4,00 if not paid within the year.— Agents allowé 


numbers of the preceding month, stitched in a cover. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D. Editor.—Price rowel 


every seventh copy gratis.—Orders from a distance must be accompanied b ment in ance, 
satisfactory reference.—Postage the same as fur a newspaper. 
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